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There are few people around now 
that remember the Lindberg baby being 
kidnapped. The papers were full of 
stories and it was quite the topic of 
conversation in most households. 

Does anyone remember the ‘girl with 
the upside down stomach'? I think 
the doctors made a mistake on that 
diagnosis, but again it had everyone 
talking. 

The Hindenburg disaster, Titanic 
and Andrea Doria tragedies made head- 
lines everywhere. The same held true 
when Amelia Earhart's plane was lost 
in 1937 in an attempt to fly around 
the world. There was a lot of excite- 
ment with people watching the sky to 
see if the fist Soviet satellite, 
Sputnik, could be seen in1957. Some 
will remember when Pearl Harbor was 
bombed and WW1ll started. 

When Joe Lewis was the heavy weight 
boxing champion,folks were glued to 
the radio during a fight. My dad, the 
typical farmer - up at 4AM and to bed 
at 8 PM,always left orders for my mom 
to call him when the fight came on 
radio. Those were the days of news- 
men like Lowell Thomas, Gabriel 
Heatter, Walter Winchell and a bit 
laterEdward R. Murrow and Walter 
Cronkite. 

My dad had 
and neighbors 
masto lister 


an Atwater Kent radio 
would come in the even- 
to it. “later onthe 
table top and free standing radios 
became popular. The fifteen minute 
soap operas became popular in the 
afternoons, like Portia Faces Life 
Pepper Youngs Family etc. In the 
early evening the kids enjoyed the 
Green Hornet, Little Orphan Annie, and 
still later Mr. Keen and Amos and Aftidy 
Weekend evenings we were entertainéd 
by Jack Benny, Joe and Batise, Burns 
and Allen, Fred Allen,Joe Penner and 
Fibber McGee and Mollie. 

Some of the greatest movie stars 
back then were, Sonja Henie, Tyrone 
Power, Clark Gable, Jeannette McDonald 
Nelson Eddy, Fred astair, Ginger 
Rogers, Shirley Temple, Joan Withers, 
Judy Garland Mickey Rooney and too 
many more to mention. Who can forget 
the beautiful voice of Deanna Durbin? 


Remember the Saturday Night Hit Parade? 
During W.W.1l, the popular songs were 
White Christmas, When the Lights Go On 
Again, I'll Be Seing You, White Clie 
of Dover, You'll Never Know etc. Older 
songs were still popular but not on 
the Hit Parade. Songs like Have You 
Ever Been Lonely, The Object of My 
Affection etc. Some of the most beauti 
ful music was written between the 1920s 
and 1960. Remember The Isle of Capri? 

Popular movies back then were the 
Road movies like The Road to Zanaibar 
with Bing Crosby, Bob Hope and Dorothy 
Lamour; Gone With the Wind, The Wizard 
of Oz, the Andy Hardy movies and so 
many more. Folks waited in line a 
block long just to get a ticket tosege 
popular movies. 

Does anyone remember when a small 
plane hit the Empire State Building? 

A small plane also came down in the 
woods just off Depot St. 

When the trains ran through town, 
it wasn't unusual to hear where some- 
one was hit at one of the crossings. 

Most homes didn't have central heat 
The parlor stove and kitchen range 
kept folks warm and burned either coal 
or wood. Bedrooms were unheated - the 
warmest one being where the grate over 
the kitchen range came up. Many homes 
burned. The house my grandparents 
and mother lived in on Maple St.burned 
and the family barely escaped with 
their lives. Years later my mother 
and I drove to the site and the bed 
springs could still be seen in the 
cellar. 

Parlors were only used for company, 
weddings or wakes. Kitchens were big 
and that's where the family spent 
winter evenings reading, playing cards, 
doing jigsaw puzzles etc. The ladies 
darned, quilted, or knit and crocheted 
things for the house. It was a treat 
to go for a sleigh ride or a Grange 
meeting. The kids would go sliding or 
skating. At one time it was a fad to 
make corsages out of wire and tiny 
beads. They were quite pretty. 

Remember the curtain stretchers? 
Folks hung cotton lace curtains in 
the living room. After being washed, 
they were put on a curtain stretcher, 
an adjustable wooden frame with many 
tiny nails on which to attach the 


curtains. When dry, they hung nice 
and straight. 
be bleeding as we tried not to soil 
the curtains. 

When a lot of people didn't have a 
car, peddlers would come around sell- 


ing everything from pots and pans, dry 


goods, clothing and of course the ice 
man, baker, fish man, dry cleaner and 


many years ago, the scissors sharpener. 


If you phoned in a grocery order, 
small markets , like Michalowski's 
would deliver. 

Did you ever make root beer and 
have a bottle blow up while it was 
aging? 

If you lived on a farm, maybe you 
remember cutting up seed potatoes and 
making sure there was an eye in each 
piece. Planting them was quite a 
chore making sure the eye was pointed 
up. 

Although it's hard to believe now, 
on a date your beau would pull into a 
gas station and buy 50¢ worth and it 
would half fill the tank. Not long 
ago I found an oil bill from 50 years 
ago. 

Many years ago ladies swim suits 
were only one piece and men had to 
wear a top to theirs or they would be 
put off the beach. 


The Grange and 4H Clubs were popular 
The 4H Club here in town 


in the past. 
would have an annual outting at 
Norfolk Aggie. We'd go by bus and 
Anna Patrick would lead us in peppy 
songs as we traveled on. 


All school kids had to have a small- 


pox vacination before entering school 
A school dentist would check kid's 
teeth and if necessary,fill a cavity 
tor 50¢ck 

Most girls had an autograph book. 
I still have mine and enjoy looking 
through it every now and then. The 


boys carried jackknives which is taboo 


today. The game of jackknife was 
SeerPrtaining and took a bit of skill. 


During WWll butter was hard to get. 


~ Oleomargarine took its place. It 


was white and had to be. colored with a 
small packet of dye that came with it. 


It was a messy job and never tasted 
Tike butter. 

Does anyone remember what raw milk 
tastes like? The first time I tasted 


Often our fingers would 


feewas slot a gal, now it's $3.25. 


pasteurized milk, it tasted burnt. 

Nylon stockings were hard to get. 
When a store got in a shipment, ladies 
waited in line to buy a pair. Some 
even had seams painted on their legs. 
All stockings had seams back then. 

After the Cocoanut Grove fire in 
Boston it became a law that all public 
buildings must have doors that opened 
out. Too many people were trapped 
because the doors opened inward. 

When WW1l was over, there was an 
impromptu parade in Milford, an un- 
forgetable event as people celebrated 
on Main Street. We could hear bells 
ringing and horns blowing everywhere. 
It was such a celebration it made 
headlines in newspapers everywhere. 

A date in those days meant the 
young man came to the door to pick 
you up and take you to a movie. We 
all dressed up. The theaters were 
elegant then, carpeted entrances and 
stairways. The ceiling was painted 
dark blue with tiny lights that made 
it look like stars. After the movie, 
the couple would go out for a cup of 
coffee and a hot dog. During the 
summer we'd drive to Hixon's for an 
icecream or frap. We had a curfew 
and tried to make it home at the 
designated time. 

We wouldn't give up our clothes 
dryers, but remember the the aroma 
Gimlineddried clothes?aitystill use 
my clothes line when the weather is 
nice. In some apartments it is not 
allowed. 

We who are now senior citizens, 
lived through some great and not so 
great times"= from the Great Depress- 
ion, Peart Harbor, Sputnick, A man on 
the moon, super highways, casinos, 
traffic congestion, the murder of a 
president, the Pope visiting Boston 
and the Twin Tower attack. From the 
farm and mill years to building 
booms and high tech everything. Big 
bands, beautiful music and dances, 
good neighbors, good morals and every 
thing simple. Back when the world 
was young and so were we. 


gee OED 


Forgiveness is the fragrance of a 
violet on the heel of the one who 
crushed it. 


Perambulation 


Perambulation — The act or custom of 
walking over the boundaries of a district or piece of 
land, either for the purpose of determining them or 
preserving evidence of them. 


When the Town of Bellingham began, one of 
the first items that its first Selectmen had to 
perform was the establishment of the boundaries of 
the new town. The lack of modern engineering 
equipment made it necessary for an actual walking 
of the boundaries. Appointments were made with 
the Selectmen of the adjacent towns and in 1720 
the first walks were made. 


"May the 14 1720 the General Court having 
granted a part of Mendon, in order to make a Town 
which was called Bellingham, on the day above 
named the Selectmen of Mendon and, and the 
Commitee of Bellingham mett and Setled the line 
according to the courts grant Beginning at Dedham 
Tree so Running upstream on Second Bridge River 
to John Rockwoods place of ford way, being one 
mile & half from Dedham Tree then runing East 31 
Dg "’ North to the former corner Which was agreed 
upon by Both Com and run by. 


of Mendon 

Robert Evens Surveyor 

Thomas White Sam Thayer 
Daniel Taft Jacob Aldrich 
Selectmen of Mendon 


of Bellingham 
John Corbett 
Joseph Holbrook 


Samuel Haywood 
Committee" 


In the case of Mendon this was the second 
time that this boundary was walked. In 1704, two 
persons from Dedham were appointed and walked 
the boundary with the men of Mendon. This was 
probably the first marking of the tree(s) which 
became the “Dedham Tree(s)” 


The walk with Wrentham (which then 
included the present Franklin) was not as amiable. 
Markers were not found and the boundary was not 
settled. It was not until 1735 that a final line was 
settled by action of the state house of 
representatives. That action as recorded in the 


‘Page 13, rear section, Town Records Volume 1 
1719-1775 Bellingham 


Bellingham Town Book describes the marking and 
examination of trees, marked W on one side and D 
on the other from previous walkings. 


"The Committe appointed to repair to the 
borders of the towns of Wrentham & Bellingham 
and determin some proper Boundary line between 
said towns with respect to jurisdiction did on the 
Sintennth Instant meet the Sellectmen of those 
Towns respectively at Wrentham and with them 
proceeded to the borders of Said Towns, where the 
boundary line is controverted and fully veiwed the 
same, and found the Bound trees therein many of 
them Anchantly marked and lettered W. on the East 
Side and D. on the West side, having opened the 
same for that End: Which bound marks have been 
often renewed, and are the same trees mentioned in 
the Preambulation of Wrentham & Bellingham, in 
the year 1722. The Next Day being by said partyes 
attended we repaired to the Ponds in the seituation 
of the lots mentioned in the Grant of Dedham to 
Wrentham & veiwed the Same and it evidently 
appeared to us, that Mill pond so called is the 
westerlyest Pond in the Seituation of the lotts. 
Afterward we had also a full hearing of Several 
pleas and Allegations of the Parties and their 
Evidences to Suport the Same, And are therefore of 
opinion that the line hereafter Stated and described 
Shall be and remaine the boundary line With respect 
to Jurediction between the towns of Wrentham and 
Bellingham viz." 


"A line Extending north to Charles River from a 
certain blak or red oak tree anchantly markt on four 
sides Standing near the river, and from said black or 
red oak tree Southerly according to the line of 
marked trees often heretofore preambulated by the 
towns of Wrentham & Bellingham untill the line 
comes to a large White oak tree standing on the side 
of a hill, being the Southernmost tree mentioned in 
the Preambulation markt on four sides, and from 
thence to extend South to the north side of 
Attleboroug."” 


"In the name and by the order of the Committee 
Edm? Quinvy, Boston March 23, 1735." 


"In Councel March 24, 1735, Read and ordered this 
Settlement of the Boundary line between the Towns 
of Wrentham and Bellingham be recorded in the 
Secretary's office in the Book of Commissions & 
from this Government, and that the Said reported 
line be and hereby is determined to be the Deviding 
line or boundary between the Towns of Wrentham 


and Bellingham, any former vote or order to the 
contrary notwithstanding.” 


"In the House of Representatives March 24, 1735 
Rad and concurred 
Consented to T. Belcher 


"A true copy Examined Simon Frost Dep' Sec” 


The walking of town boundaries or 
“Perambulation” was continued periodically by 
Selectmen for the next two centuries. It became 
more of a ceremonial act in the twentieth century. 
The last “Perambulation” in Bellingham was 
probably in the 1980s when Bill Bissonnette was a 
Selectman. 


The Dedham Tree 
By Bruce Lord 


Several years ago, | was working for a client 
searching for the configuration of a property in 


Bellingham. Frustrated with the lack of 
information in Norfolk County Registry of Deeds, I 
attempted the search from another direction since 
the property was on the Bellingham-Blackstone 
town line, which led me to the Worcester County 
Registry of Deeds and finally after exhausting 
every other idea to the Worcester Probate Office 
checking family probate records. This was one of 
those times when a last resort idea worked. 
Opening the file of a gentleman who died in 1860, 
I was greeted by an engineered plan of the land in 
question. It happened to be on the Blackstone 
town line with Bellingham. It not only showed me 
the lot for which I was searching, but I was stunned 
by one of the markers shown, “Dedham Stump”. 


The reference to such a point of interest goes 
back to the years before Bellingham was a town. 
Prior to the introduction of modern engineering 
devices, the only way to establish borders was to 
walk the line. Mendon was established in the 17™ 
century as a neighbor of Dedham. When the line 
between Dedham and Mendon was established 
trees were marked, a D for the Dedham side and an 
M for the Mendon side. A major tree easily found 
became known as the “Dedham Tree”. 


The earliest reference to this tree was in 1704 
when the Selectmen of Mendon and representatives 
of Dedham walked the line. Thereafter, the 
walking of town boundaries with Mendon began at 
the Dedham Tree, even after the formation of 
Bellingham in 1720 out of a portion of Dedham 
and Mendon. 


My surprise at finding a Dedham Stump on 
the Blackstone line was because the original 
Dedham Tree was at least two miles north of the 
point shown on the plan. Blackstone had been 
formed from Mendon so perhaps the lower 
landmark tree was either a carryover from the 
earliest marked trees or had become a landmark for 
the early walking of the Blackstone — Bellingham 
line. 


In any case the “Dedham Stump” had marked 


its location for more than 150 years. 
Sept. 23rd 1903 
Mr. CyAmerooks So. Bellingham 


R.F.D. Route #1,Woonsocket, R.I. 


Dear Site 

In response to your request to 
fly a banner of the Progressive Party 
over the streets of Bellingham, at the 
Center, North Bellingham and Caryville. 
You are hereby granted permission to 
fly the banner of the Progressive Party 
over the streets at designated places., 
from Sept S925) co, Noy. .4th inclusive, 
providing that you get the consent of 
abutting property owners and that the 
banner clear the ground at least 30ft., 
also by (ex)cepting this permit you 
assume to make good all monetary loss 
resulting from claims for damages that 
may result from the flying of said 
banner. 

Percy, GasBurr 
Clerk of the Board of Selectmen 


‘ 


MONDAY, APRIL 28, 1947... ¢ 


Fleuette Objects To Appointees 


‘\ RELLINGHAM—In a’ statement 
-to “the people of Bellingham,” Po- 
lice Chief Euclide Fleuette declared’ 
todey. that he wants it ‘known he 
will not be responsible for mem- 
‘bers of his department when he 
‘does not even. know who they are.’ 

.Fleyette explained that the néw 
Board of Selectmen is making ap- 
| pointments. to the police’ force, 
without letting tht head’ of the de- 
partment know who his new men 
are. 

Fleuette said he asked the’ Se- 
lectmen: for a list of appointees 
“wo or three weeks ago” but his 
request was ignored. | ‘ 

“It looks,” he said, “as if ‘they 
would like me to resign.” 

* “But I. like police work and 
‘think I’ have done a good’ job,” 
Fleuette added. “There is no rea- 
son: why I should give up my job.” 

Fleuette i$ a Civil Service ap- 
pointee and therefore can be re- 
moved’ from office only. for: suffi- 
yiént cause following a public hear-. 
ving. iin a 
Select en Silent, ; 
i gee es of pejectmen da com- 
posed’.of Edgar’ Wade, chairman; 
Timethy A. Reardon and Henry 
Forget, \ynonhe..of; whom - could’ be 
regthed for comment on-Fleuette’s 
spfatenieht, t 


Reviewing circumstances , which 
Aie.said prompted him to’ make this 


Lee Fleuette, 


tnen 
with his sister, 


a “hom He ‘Doesn’t Even Know’ 


public statement, Fleuette said he 
turned over 30' badges to the Select- 
ment on their order and made ar- 
rangements for the purchase of 24 
more badges on their say so. 

This adds up to 54 badges and 
conceivably 54 officers, Fleuette 
said. ; a : 

He added that he has heard un- 
officially about appointments to the 
department but actually knows for: 
a fact only seven members of the 
force. ; 

Flevette said he has’ been told of 
one man who posed as a town po- 
lice officer but could not produce a 
badge when asked for credentials. 


;Lack Of Cooperation 


Fleuette asserted that although he 
is subject to 24-hour duty, often be-. 
ing called out in the middle of ‘the’ 
-night, and makes but $45 for @ sev-: 
en-day week, the new Selectmen 
deprived him of a “chance to make) 
a little extra money parking cars 
at the outdoor theatre in Belling-| 
ham.” 

“T like my work and I don’t want 
to give it up. I,want to always do 
a good job, but I think it is: essen- 
tial that the people of Bellingham 
know that I can’t do a good job 
of running the police, department 
when I am deprived .of simple co- 
operation, such as knowing, who my 
subordinates _ are,” Figuette fon 

| eluded. Ff ; 


TAA AAA 


) . = 
w-years olc, 
arcel, 


ClirEF EUCLIDE FLEUETTE 


TOWN OF BELLINGHAM 


TAX COLLECIOR'S 
SALE 


REAL ESTATE 


For Non-Payment of Taxes. 


BELLINGHAM, Mass,, Jan. 8, 1910, 


The owners and occupants of the tollowing de- 
scribed parcels of real estate, situa ed in the Town 
of Bellingham, in the County of Norfolk, and Com- 
monwealth of Massachnseits, und the public are 
hereby notified that the taxes here Serene as- 
sessed for the years hereinafter specified, according 
to the list committed to me as Collector ot Taxes 
for said Bellingham by the Assessorg of Taxes 
remain unpaid, and that the snfallest undivided 
parts of said parcels of real est»te, respectively 
sufficient for the discharging and payment ‘et said 
taxes and necessarv intervening charges, or the 
whole ot said | arcels of real estate, respectively, 
ifno person shalloffer to take an undivided part, 
will be offered for sale by pubic auction at the 
Town Office, in said Bellingham, on 


WEDNESDAY,JANUARY TWENTY-SIXTH, 
1910, 


at 2o0’clock P. M., tor the payment of said taxes 
with the costs and charges thereon, unless the 
same shall be previously discharged. 


JoHN La Rikvigrik- Fairview Park house-lot, 
numbered 2x3, located near Rand’s Crossing, 
So. Bellingham, a plan of which is on file with 
Public Records at Dedham, Mass. 

1904 tax $ .49. 

Mary E, KENNEY—Fanrview Park house-lot 194. 
1904 tax $ dy. 

Joun B. Kinc—Fairview Park house lot 189. 
1904 tax $ .39. 

THomas F, HANDLEY—Fairview Park house-lots, 
Nos. 59, 97, 142, 148, 144, 145. 

1904 tax $..81. 

JoskEpH B.Cook—About 27 acres of land situated 
on the east side of Center St., and bounded on 
the north by land of E.H. Rathbun, and on 
south by land ot Seisfroid Lavalle and others, 

CLARENCE A, CROOKS, 
Collector of Taxes tor the Town of Bellingham. 


GROWING UP IN BELLINGHAM 


Growing up in Bellingham has a lot of 
memories for some of us. I am one of eight 
children all born at home in the same house 
which still stands on Patrick Street. It is now 
the home of the Wildes family. 


I remember when my youngest brother was 
born. We were having supper when Dr. Askins 
came and went into the bedroom where my 
mother was. As we were all sitting around the 
table eating, the Doctor came out and 
announced that we had another baby brother. I 
think the charge for his services was $15.00 or 
$18.00. 


Another memory was going to eight grades of 
school in the Center School which is no longer 
there. Anyone who lived in the Center went to 
this school for eight years. 


Anyone in their eighties will remember that 
Mammi Webber lived next to the Center 
School. That house has recently been razed. 


It’s a good thing some of us that are seniors 
between ages seventy and one hundred and 
have some problems aren’t controlled like 
buildings. If we were, we would be torn down. 
Although some of us might get sold or 
renovated for future use. 

GP 


In one of the previous issues of the Comments, 
Virginia Johnson wanted to know if anyone 
remembers where she grew up. I for one 
remember. I remember when you left the 
Center to go south on Rt. 126, you went up the 
hill with big maple trees on both sides of the 
Street. 


She grew up on her father’s, Warren Bates, 
farm which was on the right at the top of the 
hill. I can remember back then it was just 
another farm as there were so many in 
Bellingham. 


I remember it was a pretty setting, with the 
house and barn set back where St. Blaise 
Church is now. It had a curved driveway, 
with tall trees on both sides, that led to the 
house and barn. 


I can picture Mr. Bates, with his team of 
horses, mowing the hay in his field which is 
now Scott Hill Gardens. The field reached 
from where St. Blaise now stands to Potter 
Drive and then all the way back to the 
woods. 


My brother worked for Mr. Bates for a while 
milking cows and doing other farm work. 
You never lacked for work if you had a farm 
as I well know having grown up on one. 


If we could only bring back the small town 
of Bellingham when nobody knew where it 
was, and didn’t care. 


We children, joined by some neighbors, 
enjoyed ourselves with all kinds of games. 
Our games consisted of Tag, Hide ‘n’ Seek, 
Simon Says, marbles, baseball, football, ice 
skating, sliding and many more for little or 
no cost at all. Of course, these were all 
played after the chores were done. 


Other activities included: rolling barrel 
hoops with a stick, rolling tires down a hill, 
jumping out of the hay loft in the barn, 
making our own kites out of sticks, string, 
newspaper and bits of cloth for a tail. 


How many can remember these things in life 
before all the hi-tech came along? 
Gil 


Cold and raw the north wind doth blow 
Bleak in the morning early, 
And all the hills are covered with snow, — 
‘infers now come fairly. 
Author unknown 


Lis oiRvA dbs) 
RESIDENT AND BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY 


FRANKLIN AND BELLINGHAM 


For 1893. 


CONTAINING A COMPLETE RESIDENT, STREET AND 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY, TOWN OFFICERS, 
SCHOOLS, SOCIETIES, CHURCHES, 

POST OFFICES, ETC. 


Compiled and Published by FOSS & BERRY, Needham. 


NORWOOD: 
PRESS ADVERTISER AND REVIEW. 
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STREETS, AVENUES, ETC. 


Back Road, from Blackstone street to Mendon 
Mendon line, (now not in use). 
Beech street, from Hartford avenue to Medway line (C) 


street, vear 


Blackstone street, from Blackstone line across the town south of 


the centre to Mechanic street. 

Brook street, from Mendon street to the Old Back Road. 

Centre street, from Woon, R I line to South Main street, 

Chestnut street, from South Main street, opp A L Covoks’s to 
Blackstone line. 

Cook’s avenue off Pearl street (C) 

Cross street from Lake street to Centre street. 

Depot street, from Hartford avenue (South Milford) opp Grove 
to Bellingham Centre. 

Farm street, from Hartford avenue near Caryville, to Hart- 
ford avenue between North Bellingham and Mendon 
line. 

Franklin street, from Centre street to Franklin line near the 
Wrentham line (S B) 

Grove street, from Hartford avenue, opp Depot street (S M) 
to Milford line. 


‘Hartford avenue, from Medway line through Caryville and 


North Bellingham to Mendon line. 

High Street, from Maple street across the river to Main street 
at Crimpville. 

Lake street, from junction of Prospect street of Franklin and 
Maple street at Franklin line to Wrentham street. 

Locust street, from Franklin street along the Wrentham line 
to Wrentham street (R) ; 

Main street, from Bellingham Centre, opp South Main street to 
Hartford avenue. 

Maple street, from Hartford avenue, near North Bellingham de- 
pot along the east side of the town to Lake street. 

Mechanic street, from Franklin line at Unionville to Bellingham 


Centre. 
Mendon street, from Mendon line to Bellingham Centre. 


Mill street, off Main street, Bellingham Centre across the river 
and railroad track, past Ray’s shoddy mill. 

Millen street, off Grove street to Milford line. 

Nason street, from Hartford avenue to Taunton street. 

North street, from Mendon line, near Blackstone Line, to South 

_ Main street. 

Oak street, from Uak street in Franklin to junction of Maple 
and Pine streets (N B) 

Paine street, from Wrentham street near Centre, street to Woon 
R I Line (R) 

Park street, from Centre street to Railroad street (S B) 

Pearl street, from Hartford avenue in Caryville, across the river, 
to Franklin line. 

Pine street, from junction of Oak and, Maple streets in North 
Bellingham to Franklin line. 

Pleasant street, from Pleasant street of Franklin, to Pearl street 
C) 

eee street, from Centre street (South Bellingham Station): 
to Lake street. 

Ray’s avenue, off Maple street (N B) 

South Main street, from Bellingham Centre to Centre street 
(Rakeville) near Woon BR I line. 

Taunton street, from Main street at Crimpville, to Depot 
street. 

Wrentham street, from Centre street, through Rakeville to 


to Wrentham line. Continued next page 


oh: 


SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS. 


Webster, Geo. E. Aldrich. 
| Whittier, Agnes M. Blanchard. 
Beaver Pond, Clara L. Thayer. 
Quinobequin, Marion E. Howe. 
Massey, Mary A. Billings. 
Chilson, Carrie L. Daniels. 
City, Agnes M. Grant, 
Wilcox, Eva Warfield. 
Longfellow, Catharine Meagher 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Clerk, Henry A. Whitney. 

Treasurer, Ruel F. Thayer. 

Selectmen—Ruel F. Thayer, Orrin Chilson, Elijah B. Stowe. 

Assessors—Seneca Burr, Orville C. Rhodes, William A. Mc- 
Kean. 

Overseers of Poor—Carroll E. White, George Nelson, George 
| A. Crooks. 

Constables—Henry A. Whitney, De Lacy O. Evans, Stephen 
E. Scott. 

School Committee—Albert A. Aldrich, Dr. Nathan W. San- 
) born, Rufus G. Fairbanks. 
| Road Commissioners and Fence Viewers—Stephen E. Scott, 
| L. Francis Thayer, Maurice J. Cononlly. 

Collector, Calvin Fairbanks. 

Auditor, Elbridge Grant. 

Cemetery Comm.—Orrin Chilson, Varnum B. Rockwood, 
Francis Metcalf. 


POST OFFICES. 


BELLINGHAM. 
Mechanic street near South Main street. 
Mail arnves from Boston, 5.15 P. M. 
Mail leaves for Boston, 8.10 A. M. 
Postmaster, Edward E. Rockwood. 


NORTH BELLINGHAM. 
Grant’s store, Maple street, near the depot. 
Mails arrive from Boston, 9.23 A. M. and 4. 50 P. M. 
Mail leaves for Boston, 8, 43 A. M. and 4.14 P. M 
Postmaster, Elbridge Grant. 


CARYVILLE. 


Pearl street at the depot. 

Mails leave, for Boston, 8.37 A. M. and 4.17 P. M. 
Mail leaves for Milford, 10.15 A. M. 

Mail leaves for Medway, 5 P. M. 

Mails arrive from Boston, 9.20 A. M. and 4.48 P. M. 
Mails arrive from Milford 5 P. M. 

Mail arrives from Medway, 10.15 A. M. 

Postmaster, E. B. Stowe; ass’t P. M., Edith M. Stowe. 


SOUTH BELLINGHAM. 


Residence, O. C. Rhodes, between Park and Railroad 


streets. 
Mail arrives at 4.45 P. M. 
Mail leaves at 4.45 P. M. 


Postmaster, O. C. Rhodes; dss’t P. M., Miss Clara A. 


Rhodes. 


SOCIETIES AND CHURCHES. 


PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY. 
Bellingham Grange No. 190. Meets 2nd and 4th Tuesdays in 


each month in Town Hull, 7.30 P. M. in winter and 8 P. M. in 
Summer. 


Master, C. E. White. 

Overseer, E. W. Woodbury. 
Lecturer, M. A. Billings. 
Secretary, John O’Sullivan. 
Treasurer, M. R. Billings. 
Purchasing agent, O. C. Rhodes. 
Pianist. Sadie Billings. 


W. C, T. UNION. 


President, Miss Sarah T. Rockwood. 

V. Presidents, Mrs. P. M. Drury, Mrs. M. A. Belcher. 
Rec. Sec., Miss Emily F. Rockwood. 

Cor. Sec. Miss Susie A, Rockwood. 

Treasurer, Mrs. M. A. Belcher. 


134 ADVERTISEMENTS. 


“THREE HOLES IN THE CHIMNEY. 


Published by the Author in Newton, Mass. 


Mailed free on receipt of price, $1.25. 


ADDRESS : 


Mrs. B. A. WHITE, BELLINGHAM, MASS. 


Extract from Newton Juurnal. 


This is not a book founded on facts only, but a book of facts. The 
happy way the writer has of delineating character—of bringing the 
reader face to face with the subject brought forward—scenes and persons 
ever opening forth, interests like a drama, yet with an undercurrent of 
truthfulness which cannot be mistaken. ‘The physical endurance of the 
children; the mental agony; the sufferings of the boy George; extremes 
of cruelty; acts of kindness by characters here given; the stings of con- 
science in view of dissolution; the peaceful departure of the blessed; all 
tend to make this work exceedingly interesting and profitable to the 
young, the old and the middle-aged. The chaste language and high 
Christian tone will commend it to all as a temperance household book. 


DEBORAH HILL'S HOME IN SMITHFIELD, R. I., IN 1834. 
From ‘ Three Holes in the Chimney.” 


To be continued in next issue 


History of the Bellingham Fire Department 
(Continued from issue #177) 


Written by Fire Chief Richard F. Ranieri 


1994 


The department responded to 1380 calls of which 985 were Rescue calls. 
Under the direction of FF Michael Marcet and with contributions from local businesses, a 
new fire safety program was brought to the schools. “Firefighter Phil” had a fire dog 
animation and provided safety tips for the students. Book covers with fire safety 
messages and the emergency number were provided. 


The new Rescue arrived and was put into service in May. A new department car 
was put into service in August to replace a 1985 Ford. 


Personal Alert Safety systems (PASS) devices were purchased and put into 
service. These devices are designed to emit a loud alarm to assist in locating a fallen or 
lost firefighter during emergencies. 


FF Michael Delorme was appointed to EMS Coordinator in November. FF Ernest 
Hadley was appointed Vehicle Maintenance Coordinator. 


FF Andre Genereux was appointed to Lieutenant on January 13'". FF Robert 
Provost retired in January after 33 years as a firefighter with 23 years as a full time 
member. 


FF Christopher Mach and Steven Gentile were appointed as full-time firefighters 
in January and July respectively. 


Call FF Robert Mowry retired in January after serving 35 years with the 
Department. 


The department provided mutual aid to Blackstone for a house fire on Elm St. A 
woman died in the fire. 


In April several large brush fires were extinguished in the Grove St./Hixon St. 
area. In December a fire which had burnt itself out in a house was discovered on Candace 
Dr. Investigation revealed that a female resident of the house perished in the fire. The 


department never received a call to respond to the fire and it burnt undetected finally » 
burning itself out. 


Jt — 


1995 
The department responded to 1613 calls with rescue calls amounting to 1131. 


A new fire alarm bucket truck was put into service in August. It was the first fire 
alarm truck that the Town owned since 1989. 


A new set of air bags to be used in extrication and lifting was put into service in 
September. These new air bags, coupled with the other department extrication equipment, 
provided the department with an arsenal of extrication and lifting equipment. 

In October a 1995 Emergency One 1250 g.p.m. pumper was put into service at 
Station 3. The pumper replaced Engine 7, a 1966 Ford pumper which was given to the 
DPW. 


All department members were trained to the National and State standard for FF 1. 
A vehicle extrication class was presented to the members by the MA Fire Academy. 


FF Joseph Altomonte and Gary Fafard were appointed full-time firefighters in 
July and November respectively. 


The department provided mutual aid to Blackstone for a large brush fire on Elm 
St. Locally we responded to many brush fires due to extreme dry conditions and winds. 


Mutual aid was given to both Milford and Franklin on several days for major brush fires. 


In October we responded with an engine and ladder to a dormitory fire at Dean 
College in Franklin. 


1996 
In 1996 the department responded to 1882 calls with 1340 being rescue calls. 


The Chief applied for a Student Awareness of Fire Education (SAFE) grant which 
was used to bring the Fire Safety house back to the schools. 


A new 110 ft. Aerial Ladder was put into service in July. It replaced a 1948 
American LaFrance 85 ft. aerial which did not pass the annual certification. 


, Anew computer system was implemented for computerization of department 
records. 


FF Eric Provost became a full time member in July, The Town voted to establish 
a full time Deputy Chief position which will become effective in January 1997. 
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In April the department responded to a house fire on Hilltop Drive and 1083 
South Main St. The resident and his dog was rescued from the second floor and brought 
to safety. 


In August the department responded to house fires at 50 North St. and 26 
Plymouth Rd. In September the department responded mutual aid to Franklin for a smoky 
fire at the Tri-County Vocational School. In October the department responded to a major 
fire at the former Strand’s Ski Shop at 74 South Main St. Mutual aid was received from 
Franklin, Blackstone and Milford. The building was a total loss. 


1997 
In 1997 the department responded to 1769 calls of which 1224 were for rescue 
calls. 


Firefighter Michael Marcet was appointed Public Education Coordinator. The 
NFPA “Learn Not to Burn” fire safety curriculum was introduced in all elementary 
schools this year. The cost for the program was paid for by a SAFE grant received by 
Chief Ranieri. 


Training was presented by the MA Firefighting Academy on Aerial Ladders and 
Pumps and Hydraulics. 


A Personnel Accountability policy was drafted and implemented for use at 
emergency calls. This policy and procedures will go a long way in providing better 
accountability of personnel at emergency scenes. 


Firefighter Thomas Guerin was appointed to the position of full time Deputy 
Chief and started in the new position in January 1997. 


Several full time firefighters were appointed---William Bennett and Joseph 
Manning started in July and Neil Coakley in September. 


In February two house fires occurred at 194 Paine St. and 105 North Main St. 
In April two youths were apprehended for lighting a brush fire on Farm St. In May two 
juveniles were apprehended for lighting a fire on the island at Silver Lake. In July a 
Juvenile was apprehended for lighting a brush fire on Rawson Rd. 


In October a vacant house at 401 Hartford Ave. was set on fire. Two arrests were 
made and reward money was paid through the Arson Watch Reward Program to several 
people that provided information leading to the arrest and conviction of the responsible 
parties. 


1998 


In 1998 the department responded to 1747 calls with 1234 being rescue calls. 


A SAFE grant in the amount of $4,634 was received by Chief Ranieri to be used 
for Public Education activities. 


All personnel were trained to the State and National level of FF II. 


A thermal imaging camera was purchased and personnel were trained in its use. 
The camera allows firefighters to see through smoke filled atmospheres and allows 
quicker search and rescue techniques. 


The department received training in Large Diameter hose. New fire protection 
equipment was purchased to replace the older equipment to better protect the firefighters. 
Large Diameter hose and related equipment was purchased and put into service. 


A new vehicle operation policy was developed and put into place after a training 
session. The new policy was developed to assure that vehicle operations coincide with the 
level of the emergency. The purpose of the regulation is to assure that operators follow 
procedures to minimize potential for motor vehicle accidents. 


The department implemented the Knox box security system for the Town. Many 
businesses and municipal buildings have installed these security boxes which will allow 
quicker access into buildings after normal business hours in the event of an alarm or other 
emergency. 


Money was provided to purchase a new pumper. Specs were advertised. 
A 1998 Ford Expedition was put into serviced and assigned to Deputy Guerin. 


In January the department responded to JACO Inc. on Farm St. for a fire in the 
building in a machine. 


In February 3 juveniles were apprehended for lighting a brush fire on Newland 
Ave. In May a machine fire occurred at Algonquin Inc. on Farm St. The department 
responded to a house fire in November at 36 Rondeau Rd. and two house fires in 
December at 40 Center St. and 124 Grove St. 
To be continued 
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1932 Massachusetts Undertakers Association 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


704 Massachusetts Avenue 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Undertakers 
Association it was voted unanimously that the Secretary 
write to the Board of Health in each city and town respect- 
fully requesting them not to grant an Undertaker’s License 
to anyone who is engaged in the business of selling vegeta- 
bles, meat, fish, or produce of any nature. 

DAVID W. LONG, President 

EDWIN L. DERBY, Secretary 
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, On the corner of Hartford Avenue and 
* "North Main Street there was a stable where the 


* 


8 oan 
EAstages stopped to change their tired horses for 


Times Have Changed 


In the mid-1700's a monthly stage line ran fresh ones, the passengers would freshen up 


: 8 in the house across the street, which still stands 


from Boston to New York and passed through 
Bellingham on the old Hartford ‘Vurnpike, ff 


known now as Hartford Avenue. 


(The Forbes House) . This operation took a half 


Hhour or more. 


This coach took four weeks round trip, Today, on this same corner stands moder 


and there were inns‘along the route, about a gas stations. In Jess than 10 minutes you can 


mile apart, where hungry and tired passengers have your tank filled with gas, get oil if needed, 


would stop for a good hot meal and a night’s have your windshield cleaned and be in New 


lodging. Some of these buildings are still York in a few hours. 


standing. 
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418 Uldiu SLUppeu “LU tue vuUuy Was 
picked up and brought to Milford. Medi- 
cal examiner Dr. Wm. J. Clarke, after 
viewing the body, ordered its removal to 
the undertaking rooms of Emery & Wood 
on Exchange street. 

The dead man’s skull was crushed in 
above the left ear and one hip was frac- 
tured, these being the only marks on the 
body. The contusion on the head was 
about 1 1-2 inches in diameter. 

Conductor Horace P. Pond and Engi- 
neer Leon Prance were in charge of the 
train. 

Dr. Clark was dead when picked up. 

As the doctor was leaving Bellingham 
to come to Milford he was hailed by 
George ‘Thayer, who wanted a ride into 
Milford. Apparently the doctor did not 
hear the shout, for he kept on. ‘Then 
Mr. Thayer boarded the train that soon 
afterward killed his friend. 

An eyewitness of the accident at the | 
crossing said that Dr. Clark had good 
opportunity for seeing the approaching 
train. It appeared as if his deafness 
must have kept him from hearing the train 
and that he did not happen to look to see 


i} 
if a train was coming along. 
‘The dead man was 51 years old, and 
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DR, CLARK OF BEL- 
LINGHAM KILLED! 


Siruck By Train at South 
Milford Saturday. 


Accident Occurred at the South 
Milford Railroad Grossing. 


- 


lt is Presumed the Dead Man Did 
Not Hear or See the Train. 


leaves a wife and one daughter. He 
graduated from New York university in 
1882 and practiced in Milford fora few 
months afterward, then going to Ipswich 
where he was until 1897. Then he went 
to Bellingham. 

After the remains’ were brought to 
lilford and placed in the baggage room 
ofthe N. Y., N. H. & H. road, valu- 
ables and papers were taken from his 
person and taken charge of by Station 
Agent Mullane for the widow. The watch 
did not cease going through the entire 
accident. 

Dr. Wm. Henry Clark, the unfortunate 
victim was born in Tolland, Ct., July 14, 
1850, the son of Wm. and Lucinda Vinton 
Clurk. The funeral will be Weduesday 
at his late home at 2 P. M. 


Dr. William H. Clark of Bellingham 
was instantly killed at the South Milford 
crossing of the N. Y., N. H. & H. rail- 
road, by the train due in Milford at 5.46 
Saturday afternoon. 

Dr. Clark, who is somewhat deaf, was 
driving toward Milford and apparently 
did not see or hear the approaching train. 

The engine struck the horse squarely 
in the body, grinding the horse into a 
mass of mangled flesh. Dr. Clark was 
thrown some 15 feet, striking on his head 
on a pile of white stones at the foot ofa 
post which bore the warning, ‘‘Look out 
tor the engine.” 
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Corner of Hartford Avenue and North Main Street. 


Do You 
Remember? 


Katzenjammer Kids 
The Nebbs 
Barney Google 
Dave's Delicatessen 
Tillie The Toiler 
Krazy Kat 

Polly And Her Pals 
Boob McNutt 
Happy Hooligan 
Ella Cinders 
Hairbreth Harry 
Count Screwloose 
Just Kids 

Thimble Theatre 
Minute Movies 
Little Jimmy 

Dumb Dora 

Felix The Kat 

Little Annie Rooney 
Jerry On The Job 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Dolly Dimples 
Cicero Sapp 

Petting Patty 
Merely Margie 
Freddie The Shiek 
Hans N Fritz 

‘Abie Kabible 


DONATIONS 


Larry Pearson 

R.M. Fleuette 

Jennie Kozak/Ann Brown 
Patrick Leonard 

June Merrick 

Josephine Brown 

Carl & Mildred Patrick 
Estate of Ellen Spencer 
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DEATHS 


John Cooper 

Dolores Martel 

Walter D. Stephansky Jr. 
Anna (Zajac) Hoothay 

Brenda L. Lavallee 

George P. Sturgis 

Lauren J. Harper 

Michael J. Brennan Sr. 
Ronald O. Powers Sr. 
Richard K. Taylor 

Margaret M. Dauphin Kozimor 
James O. Mills 

Lilia T. (Dusablon) Parenteau 
Roger G. Parenteau 

Margaret M. Fina 

Frederick A. Zariczny 
Shirley E. Richards 

Theresa I. Cournoyer 


Thi Seis» a 
photo of Townsend, Mass. second meeting- 
house, presently the Methodist Church, 
@reccteasin 1771. The Methodist purchasec 
this building to be used as a church in 
1852. Town meetings were held here until 
the town of Townsend built their new 
meetinghouse, the Memorial Hall in 1894, 
Many Colonial meetinghouses of that 
period, including our own 1802 Town Hall 
were of this standard design. Some were 
built with upper porches, steeples or 
cupolas upon the front towers. Ours 
only had a simple porch. The special 
feature of this Townsend Meetinghouse/ 
Methodist Church is that the interior 
still retains most of the original 
features of the period. The upper 
meeting room still contains the original 
slave pews once used at Sunday services. 
Bellingham's Town Hall special feature 
is that our upper tower room still house: 
the World War II observation platform 
and in another part of the tower has the 
1847 armory room with the original gun 
racks, once used by the Bellingham 
MerrcrantoO Store their flintlock rifles, 
Our Town Hall is presently undergoing 
a@ restoration project. This project 
will probably take up to three years to 
complete. At that time we hope to have 
this historical building upon the 
Massachusetts Historical Register. 
help with this process we are asking 
anyone that has photos or stories of 
uses of this building to please contact 
the Bellingham Historical Commission at 
3 Common St. Bellingham, Ma. 02019 or 
Calleour Chairman, Ernie Taft at 508- 
966-3668. THAD eVOUR,. wis 


AS 


WINTER'S SPLENDOR 


Glorious sunshine, 

Glistening snow. 

Blue skies above, 

The white earth below. 

Pathless lie fields 

In stillness abound. 

No footprints mar 

The snow-covered ground. 

Beckoning me 

To come out and 

The wondrous beauty 

God created for me, 

Leaving all cares 

and worries behind, 

Finding new joy 

And sweet peace of mind. 
by 

Regina Wiencek 


Shea 


GROUNDHOG'S HOLIDAY 


The second month, the second day, 

We know is Groundhog's Holiday. 

The keeper of the local zoo, 
Photographers, reporters, too, 
Anxiously await together 

Woodchuck's forecast of the weather. 
Each year this time he leaves his hear 
His home beneath good Mother Earth. 

He wiggles out to see the sun 

And sure enough-ask anyone- 

Should he perchance his shadow see, 
Back to his home again he'll flee. 

And that sign's still the surest thine 
Six weeks must pass beforeit's spring! 
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Townsend United Methodist Church 
elise. 
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LET’S GO DOWN TO THE RAILROAD STATION Only oldtimers will recall the 
days when the station agent worked at night by the light of an oil burning 
lamp. The railroad station in those days wag: the center of activity for 
the town. That's where the mail came in, along with freight and express. 
This was where townspeople came for transportation to the city. It was 
also the gathering place for residents with some free time, to wait for each 
train to see the new people coming into town. tn the 

picture to. the right, is the old North Bellingham 
depot which was located on Maple Street 


The Station Agent there for some years | 
was Mrs. Marion Law who at that .-."" 
time resided on Hartford Avenue. :7~* 
Her husband George, worked as a | 
Tower Man for the railroad in 

Boston. Their house was des--_ - 
troyed to make way for the Route ee 
495 overpass. Also pictured below, is one of the many engines which made 

the run from Boston to Pascoag, R.I. via Bellingham. This is the line whic 
ran through what is now Wethersfield. Some of the old roadbed is still vis 
able here and there. In 1909, there were eleven such trains going through 
Bellingham each day. There were no transportation problems in those days. 
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NOT FAST BUT ON TIME... THE PASCOAG LINE ENGINE 


